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besides having considerable influence m a number
of others He then launched an ambitious scheme
foi consolidating all the coastwise steamship lines
on the Atlantic seaboard, paying fabulously high
prices for these lines and capitalizing them to the
moon Having thus acquired nearly everything
afloat from Maine to Florida, he bought from
Morgan all the stock of the Central of Georgia
Railroad Company in order to get control of the
Ocean Steamship Company, a line which operated
from Savannah to New York and connected with
the Central of Georgia

Meanwhile the great pot in Wall Street went
boiling on In the summer of 1906 the Harnman
financiers added fuel to the fire by suddenly in-
creasing from six to ten per cent the dividend on
Union Pacific common, thus sending that stock up
forty points practically overnight Discretion in
Wall Street was thrown to the winds, many of the
most conservative houses began to push securities
of more and more doubtful types A mining stock
craze broke out, and in a few months the whole
country was madly buying up worthless shares m
a thousand or more gold and silver mines at ri-
diculously high prices and without thought of in-
vestigation The Wall Street "curb" became a